
LEAP has begun offering 
“Showcases” to members of the 
community who would like to know 
more about what the LEAP program 
does and offers to the community. 
LEAP is deeply ingrained in the New 
Haven community culture. These 
Showcases are designed to help the 
public to get to know who LEAP is, 
what we do, how we do it, and where 
we do it. 

  

On December 4, 2009, LEAP hosted 
its first Showcase with the New 
Haven County Bar Association 
(NHCBA) Community Service 
Committee. The Showcase began at 
the Roslyn Milstein Meyer 
Community Center on 31 Jefferson 
St. The group met in the Youth 

Development room for a lightly 
catered meet-and-greet with key 
management staff, where the mission 
and goals of LEAP were discussed. The 
NHCBA has had a long history of 
volunteering at LEAP by running 
workshops for counselors on subjects 
such as SAT-preparation and 
accompanying children on outings such 
as ice skating. In addition, the NHCBA 
annually donates a book to every child 
at LEAP.  Everyone at LEAP is very 
grateful for the role the NHCBA 
plays, and the Showcase was a great 
way to say thank you to these 
volunteers and get more feedback on 
how LEAP is viewed by our neighbors. 
 

Following the discussion, the group 
moved on to a tour of the Community 
Center building. The rooms were busy, 
as the youth counselors participated 
in a development session about 
Strategic Community Organizing, 8-10 
year old boys invented their own 
healthy food ideas on the computers 
in the LEAP Computer Learning 
Center, and the Leaders-In-Training 
continued to work on their PeaceJam 
curriculum. After the building tour, 
participants walked two blocks to the 
Farnam Courts school site at 

Conte/West Hills Magnet School, 
where Resource Fridays were going 
strong. Young children played sports 
in the full-court gymnasium while 10-
12 year old girls practiced theater 
exercises in the auditorium.  
 

The Showcase was a very 
informative event, allowed LEAP to 
touch base 
with key 
members of 
the 
community, 
and serve 
as a good 
way to have 
an open 
dialogue 
about 
further 
collaboration amongst the 
community. 
 

LEAP will be hosting monthly 
Showcases for community members. 
If you’re interested in participating 
in the next event or have questions 
about the Showcases, please contact 
LEAP’s Development Department at 
(203) 773-0770 or email 
cjosie@leapforkids.org.  

With the advent of education re-
form in New Haven, coupled with a 
fragile economic landscape, LEAP, 
with its unwavering commitment to 
children and youth, maintains a 
position of leadership for New 
Haven’s urban communities.  
 
It is not only imperative that we 
live up to the rich history and tra-
dition of this amazing organization, 
but also surpass it. How do we do 
this? We accomplish this feat by 

behaving as true “servant leaders.” 
This is the practice of serving 
humanity to the extent that the 
servant is rendered a leader, and 
the consciousness of one served is 
awakened and/or heightened. In an 
environment of political bickering, 
economic uncertainty, and some-
times social/community apathy, our 
LEAP children, youth, and commu-
nities must be strengthened by/
through our genuine concern for 
humanity.   Yes, we do program-

ming, enrichment exercises, and 
the like. Yet, none of those things 
will matter if we do not carry a 
genuine concern and commitment 
in the core of who we are. Thus, 
our children and communities will 
be excellent, because LEAP has 
maintained its commitment to 
excellence. So, let’s continue to 
be that beacon of light that has 
illuminated the pathways for our 
children that the world could not 
see.     -Erik Clemons 
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the children had arrived and eaten, 
groups travelled throughout the 
building to participate in many 
activities. In the gym children played 
carnival games like ring-toss around 
pumpkins and bowling. In another 
room, staff painted children’s faces 
with beautiful pictures. Children got 
creative painting pumpkins in the dance 
studio. And the women’s locker room 
was transformed into a terrifying 
haunted house. Screams of terror and 
delight emanated as ghouls popped out, 
lockers slammed, and spiders tickled 
the visitors in the darkened pathway. 
 
The afternoon culminated with a 
costume parade, as children proudly 

On Thursday, October 29, LEAP held 
its Children’s Program Fun Fest. 
Organized and executed by our 
operational staff members, the Fun Fest 
proved to be a huge hit. The building 
was buzzing with excitement as 
children began arriving at the 
Community Center. Many children 
came fully decked in costume – there 
were pirates, superheroes, witches, 
ballerinas, vampires, a Hanna Montana, 
doctors, and a southern belle, to name a 
few. 
 
Children began the afternoon with a 
home-cooked snack in the gym – brains 
(hotdogs and beans) and witches brew 
(juice with a gummy worm). Once all 

displayed their awesome outfits. 
Everyone was sent home with some 
treats and big smiles on their faces. 
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home-made turkey, stuffing, baked ziti, 
macaroni and cheese, cranberry sauce, 
green bean casserole, and salad to the 
children, counselors, and parents. As in 
past years, parents were very generous 
with donated drinks and desserts. 
Everyone enjoyed the cheese cake, 
cookies, apple pie, and brownies, to 
name a few!  

There was much to be thankful for at 
this event, which proved to be a great 
success for the entire LEAP family – 
many children were looking forward to 
next year’s event with great 
anticipation! 

Example of essays written by the 
LEAP children 

I am thankful for…  
by Imoni Smith, age 7 
Farnam Courts Group 1 (F1) 

I am very thankful to have LEAP for 
an after school. If I did not have LEAP 
I would be a sad little girl. I love school 
because I would like to learn more 
every day and LEAP [teaches] me even 
more and I tell my mom I love LEAP. 
Sometimes I want to go to LEAP on 
Saturday and in the summer. We go to 
lots of places and I am thankful to have 

God because if I did not have Him I 
would not be here today. I am thankful 
to have Eric because if he was not here, 
who would [tell] funny jokes? At LEAP 
we always have fun things to do and 
they help you with your homework 
every day. And if I 
did not have 
Rachel and 
Jermaine then I 
would be sad. They 
are the best 
counselors ever. 
They are fun to be 
with and very 
smart and Rachel 
can sing like an 
angel with her 
voice and Jermaine 
is a sweet cherry 
pie. And F1 is the 
best group ever and I would never want 
to leave F1 because if I left I would not 
be anything but a sorry like girl and I 
would not have Leah, Zyiarra, and Jada, 
Equality, Seni, Brianna, Antania, 
Armoni, Bella, Janelly, Keyshaun, and 
Yaleisa. And if I did not have FC I 
would not be having any fun every day. 
Go Farnam Courts! 

The Children’s Program hosted its 
annual Thankful Dinner at the 
Community Outreach Center on 
November 20th. The 300 attendees 
enjoyed an evening of good food, 
friends, and conversation. After all the 
children had arrived from their sites, 
Executive Director Erik Clemons began 
the evening. He talked about how the 
LEAP 
program 
touches 
children’s 
lives and 
puts 
children’s 
needs 
above all 
else. “It’s 
about the 
children,” he said. Following, children 
from each of LEAP’s five 
neighborhood sites read their “I am 
thankful for…” essays to the audience. 
The children talked about how thankful 
they are for their family, their school 
teachers, and, the LEAP counselors and 
program.  

After this moment of reflection, the 
feast began. LEAP staff served their 

Giving Thanks 

ABOVE: LEAP children have 
fun at the Thankful Dinner 

RIGHT:  

Carnival 
Games in the 
gym 

“And if I did not 
have Rachel and 
Jermaine then I 
would be sad. 
They are the 

best counselors 
ever.” 




